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PAGE 01 STATE 151594 
ORIGIN EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PA-01 ICA-11 /025 R 

DRAFTED BY EUR/SOV:MJHENDERSON:PJP 
APPROVED BY EUR:WLUERS 
EUR/SOV:SMCCALL 

064994 150449Z/21 

R 142337Z JUN 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 151594 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
AGS: SREL, UR, US 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE SOVIET INVITATION TO BILLY GRAHAM 

REF: MOSCOW 2430 

1 . DR. WALTER H. SMITH, VICE PRESIDENT FOR INTERNATIONAL 
MINISTRIES AND REV. ALEXANDER S. HARASZTI, CONSULTANT ON 
EAST EUROPEAN AFFAIRS, OF THE BILLY GRAHAM EVANGELISTIC 
ASSOCIATION VISITED EUR/SOV ON JUNE 9 TO DISCUSS AN 
INVITATION THE ASSOCIATION HAS RECEIVED FROM THE ALL-UNION 
COUNCIL OF EVANGELICAL CHRISTIANS-BAPTISTS (AUCECB) FOR 
SMITH AND HARASZTI TO VISIT MOSCOW LATER THIS YEAR. THE 
INVITATION, GIVEN FIRST DURING DR. GRAHAM'S VISIT TO 
HUNGARY, WAS RENEWED BY AUCECB OFFICIALS BYCHKOV AND 
ZHIDKOV EARLY THIS YEAR (REFTEL). THE PURPOSE OF A SMITH/ 

HARASZTI VISIT WOULD BE TO DISCUSS A FORMAL GOVERNMENT 
SANCTIONNED INVITATION FROM THE AUCBCB TO GRAHAM FOR AN 
EVANGELICAL VISIT TO THE USSR. 

2. SMITH AND HARASZTI SAID THEY ARE HOPEFUL THAT GRAHAM 
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WILL BE ABLE TO EXTEND HIS EAST EUROPEAN MINISTRY TO THE 
SOVIET UNION, WHICH THEY SEE AS AN ATTRACTIVE AREA FOR 
EVANGELISM. AT THE SAME TIME, THEY APPEARED CAUTIOUS AND 
CONCERNED ABOUT THE USES TO WHICH A GRAHAM VISIT MAY BE 
PUT BY THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT AND THE EFFECT SUCH A VISIT 

MAY HAVE ON THE RELATIONS BETWEEN ESTABLISHED AND UNREGIS- 
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TERED CONGREGATIONS. SMITH AND HARASZTI ALSO NOTED THAT 
THE RESULTS OF GRAHAMS VISIT TO POLAND THIS FALL WILL BE 
INFLUENTIAL IN HIS DECISION TO PUSH AHEAD OR NOT WITH A 
SOVIET VISIT. GRAHAM IS ALSO AWARE OF TIMING CONSTRAINTS 
IMPOSED BY THE MOSCOW OLYMPICS; HE WOULD NOT EXPECT TO 
BE IN THE SOVIET UNION UNTIL 1981 AT THE EARLIEST. 

3. SMITH AND HARASZTI MET LATER WITH SOVIET EMBASSY FIRST 
SECRETARY IKAR ZAVRAZHNOV WITH WHOM THEY HAD CORRESPOND- 
ED REGARDING THEIR DEALINGS WITH AUCECB. 

4. DEPARTMENT WILL KEEP EMBASSY INFORMED AS WE LEARN MORE 
OF THIS. CHRISTOPHER 
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